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Vidocq Members Featured on America's 
Most Wanted Episode: ÒBaby BonesÓ
By Paul Plevakas

Donna A. Fontana, M.S., VSM, 
and Frank Bender, VSM, were fea-
tured on an episode of America's 
Most Wanted that aired on March 14, 
2009. The case was cold. The victim 
was dubbed "Baby Bones." Police 
believe the child died between 2001 and 2004, and may 
have been between 5 and 9 years old.

On March 18, 2005, a man hunting in Upper Freehold 
Township, N.J. not far from the Six Flags Great Adventure 
amusement park, discovered a small human skull in the 
wooded undergrowth and reported it to the police.

New Jersey State Trooper Crime Scene Investigators 
were called to the location. They cordoned the area and 
began their investigation.

During their search of the wooded area, investigators 
recovered a lower jawbone, bone fragments and teeth. 
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Vidocq Members help 
America's Most 
Wanted find Baby 
Bones
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ThereÕs often blood on 
the menu when William 
Fleisher, former 
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Agent, meets with pals 
for lunch.
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Ph.D., appeared on the 
pilot episode of Grave 
Justice on October 31, 
2008. 
Page 3

Why Do They Do It? 
Motives, Mores, and 
Character of White 
Collar Criminals 

Based upon extensive 
interviews with sea-
soned prosecutors and 
accomplished defense 
counsel, article ex-
plores views and per-
ceptions about white 
collar criminals.

Page 3

Publicist Sought for 
Vidocq Society

The Vidocq Society is 
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Department of Justice 
as a significant resource 
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tions, and has received 
world wide publicity. 
Position now open for 
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The Vidocq Society: Famous French Detective 
Inspir es American Forensic Inquiries 
By William L. Fleisher 

When William Fleisher, former 
Philadelphia Police Officer and FBI 
Special Agent, meets with his pals 
for lunch thereÕs often blood on the 
menu and a Frenchman to blame: 
EugenŽ Fran•ois Vidocq (1775-
1857), legendary French criminal-
turned-police chief. Fleisher, having 
read and reread VidocqÕs memoirs, 
was the prime mover behind the 
creation in 1990 of the Vidocq Society, a non-profit, fra-
ternal organization set up to discuss unsolved crimes and 
assist law enforcement officials in solving ÒcoldÓ cases. In 
this article, first printed in The Philadelphia Lawyer, Win-
ter 2009 issue, Fleisher shares some of the crimes that 
have been solved in the name of the famous Frenchman. 

Continued on page 4 Continued on page 5
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Bookspan's Bullets
By Dr. Jolie Bookspan, VSM

 Forensic Field Called ÒBadly Fragmented,Ó 
Overhaul Called For

A congressional report from the National Research 
Council finds Òserious deficiencies in the U.S. forensic 
science systemÓ and calls for Òmajor reforms and new re-
search.Ó The report shows how certain key forensic meth-
ods are unreliable and that "strong standards and protocols 
for analyzing and reporting on evidence" are deficient. 
Unlike nuclear DNA analysis, which has been subjected to 
extensive validation, many forensic science methods have 
never been strongly supported by scientific research, and 
others are based on subjective interpretation by experts, 
such as fingerprint and toolmark analysis.

The report through The National Academies Press was 
written by the Committee on Identifying the Needs of the 
Forensic Sciences Community, National Research Coun-
cil. The full  report is "Strengthening Forensic Science in 
the United States: A Path Forward." It can be purchased in 
hard copy, downloaded, or read online, at no charge:
at this website:
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12589

Ñ ScienceDaily (February 19, 2009)

 "Magic Torch" Detects Drug Use
A new device uses UV light to detect minute traces of 

cocaine or amphetamine. Officers shine the torch at cus-
tomers' hands and faces. Traces of the drug show up in 
bright green. The device has been used in East Lancashire 
England to stop drug users from entering nightclubs. Po-
lice hope the device will  lead to a reduction in town vio-
lence and drug dealing.

Sergeant Alan Clayton stated, "This simple piece of 
equipment will  have a big impact on drug use in pubs and 
clubs. It  is even easy to see the minute cocaine crystals 
secreted within the nasal hair. Small traces of cocaine are 
also left on the cheeks and chin that are not visible to the 
naked eye and these show up bright green too. It  really is 
amazing."

Two other functions of the device are an ultraviolet 
option to identify forged notes, identification cards and 
UV marked property, and the ability to highlight traces of 

'smart water' painted onto property for theft deterrence, by 
turning marked areas bright yellow. The device cost £40.

Ñ Lancashire Evening Telegraph Website (April 13, 2009)
www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk

 Teen Cries After  Failed Attempt To Rob 
Liquor  Store

Trenton New Jersey police say a 19-year-old tried to 
rob a Sykes Liquor Store in Trenton sat down and cried 
after 76-year-old owner locked him in the store. According 
to police, the owner triggered the door lock after the teen 
tried to leave the store with a stolen bottle of cognac. The 
teen pulled a handgun, demanding release, but the owner 
saw it  was not a real gun and called police. The teen was 
sitting on the floor crying when officers arrived to arrest 
him.

Ñ Associated Press

 Forensic Photoshop Website
Forensic Photoshop is an on-going discussion of the foren-
sic uses of Adobe's Photoshop. The site's description says, 
"Questioned Document Examiners, Forensic Video Ana-
lysts, Latent Print Examiners, and Image Analysts can all 
find something here." Here is the link:

http://forensicphotoshop.blogspot.com/

 Forensic Definition
Flip Wilson, American comedian and actor was asked 

about his religion. He answered, "I  am a Jehovah's By-
stander." ÓA Jehovah's Bystander?" remarked his friend. "I 
never heard of a Jehovah's Bystander." Wilson said, "Well, 
they asked me to be a witness, but I didn't want to get in-
volved."

Welcome to "Bookspan's Bullets" Each issue brings you a column of summarized forensic education. Enjoy.

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12589
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12589
http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk
http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk
http://forensicphotoshop.blogspot.com
http://forensicphotoshop.blogspot.com
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Grave Justice
Episode Featuring Dr. M. Fredric Rieders
 From Michael Reider, VSM

M. Fredric Rieders, Ph.D., a forensic toxicologist, 
licensed lab director, and Chairman of the Board of 
Directors at NMS Labs, a private 
forensic science laboratory in 
Willow  Grove, PA, appeared on 
the pilot episode of Grave Justice 
on October 31, 2008.  

Grave Justice is a new series 
on truTV .  The show investigates 
crime and justice stories. It 
uniquely tells haunting narratives 
from the victimsÕ perspective, 
especially in cases where the 
victimÕs own body provides 
crucial evidence in solving the 
crime.

Dr. Rieders was approached 
by the producers of the new series 
because of his expertise in forensic toxicology, and asked 
to participate in the show highlighting the Robert Curley 
Thallium Death Case. This was an exciting opportunity for 
Dr. Rieders, since he, and his late father, Dr. Fredric 
Rieders, had assisted in the hair analysis investigation part 
of the case in the early 1990Õs. The overwhelming 
evidence of the hair analysis eventually led to solving the 
case, and the confession of Mrs. Curley, the victimÕs wife.     

V I D O C Q  S O C I E T Y

Why Do They Do It? The Motives, Mores, and 
Character of White Collar  Criminals 
By Marc S. Raspanti, VSM

Marc S. Raspanti, VSM and name partner in the law 
firm of Pietragallo Gordon Alfano Bosick & Raspanti, 
LLP, co-authored an article published in St. JohnÕs Law 
Review entitled ÒWhy Do They Do It?:  The Motives, 
Mor es, and Character of White  Collar  Criminals,Ó 82 
St. JohnÕs L.  Rev. 401 (2008). The article was based upon 
extensive interviews with seasoned prosecutors and 
accomplished defense counsel that explored the views and 
perceptions traditionally held about white collar criminals.  
Lengthy interviews were conducted from January through 
April  2007 with forty-five nationally recognized experts in 
the area of white collar crime.  The interviewees included 
federal prosecutors, the qui tam relatorÕs counsel, and 
private defense counsel who specialize in defending those 
accused of white collar crime.

The hypotheses tested were: (1) most white collar 
criminals fall into two categories:ÓleaderÓ or 
Òfollower,Ó (2) those falling into each category display 
distinct personality profiles; and (3) the methods for 
deterring crime differ for each category.  The study results 
provide useful guidance, not reflected in current 
scholarship, for how to effectively deter white collar 
crime. The full article can be downloaded at http://
www.stjohns.edu/academics/graduate/law/journals/
lawreview/issues/82_2/issue.stj

Mr. RaspantiÕs co-authors were Bainbridge Professor 
of Law Pamela H. Bucy from the University of Alabama 
School of Law, Elizabeth P. Formby, and Kathryn E. 
Rooney.

Dr. M. Fredric Rieders

Forensic Toxicologist and 
Lab Director

at NMS Labs, Willow 
Grove, PA

By Fred Bornhofen

The Vidocq Society has matured into a significant 
entity over the twenty years that we have been in 
existence.  We have grown into a group which is 
recognized by the U.S. Department of Justice as a 
significant resource in cold case investigations, and have 
received world wide publicity.

Proper and responsible publicity is now an issue and 
since most of our talent is in the criminal justice and 
forensics fields, we are seeking someone who could serve 
as a publicist for the Society.  This position, like all of the 
rest of us in the Society, is on a pro bono basis.

Therefore, we are asking the membership if  they know 
of anyone who might want to help in our mission by 
serving as our publicist.  Experience in the field is 
essential and it  should be known that we get numerous 
calls for interviews and TV coverage.  We need someone 
to vet those who call and provide guidance for the Board 
of Directors in cooperating with those in the media.

If  you are that person or know someone who might 
want to help the Society, please email us and we will  take 
it from there.

Vidocq Society Announces Position Open for Publicist

http://www.stjohns.edu/academics/graduate/law/journals/lawreview/issues/82_2/issue.stj
http://www.stjohns.edu/academics/graduate/law/journals/lawreview/issues/82_2/issue.stj
http://www.stjohns.edu/academics/graduate/law/journals/lawreview/issues/82_2/issue.stj
http://www.stjohns.edu/academics/graduate/law/journals/lawreview/issues/82_2/issue.stj
http://www.stjohns.edu/academics/graduate/law/journals/lawreview/issues/82_2/issue.stj
http://www.stjohns.edu/academics/graduate/law/journals/lawreview/issues/82_2/issue.stj
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During subsequent searches more bones were recovered. 
Forensic anthropologist Donna A. Fontana, M.S., VSM 
working for the New Jersey State Police was able to de-
termine that the bones were those of one human being and 
that the skull has some African/American features but race 
cannot be determined.

Mitochondrial DNA taken from a femur and rib bone 
and submitted to the University of Texas DNA Laboratory 
confirmed the child was a girl.

According to the medical examiner, there was a broken 
rib that was in an active state of repair. There was no indi-
cation of malnourishment -- there was no dental decay. In 
fact, a forensic dentist charted and x-rayed the teeth that 
showed no signs of fillings and no evidence any dental 
work.

But dental evidence did reveal the child probably lived 
within a community that offered fluoridated water, which 
indicated the child came from an urban rather than a rural 
area.

Investigators believe that although the body was found 
in 2005 they estimate that the child's remains could have 
been at the site for a year or more and because the body 
was burned vital DNA evidence was lost.

Investigators also recovered a zipper and what looked 
like a hand bag or book bag with a picture of Sylvester the 
Cat, a Warner Brothers cartoon character, on it. Police 
were unable to learn much about what they believe was a 
handbag or book bag, except that it was probably a knock-
off made overseas.

Investigators also found a charred child's sneaker, that 
was later identified as a black, Nike Air  Force One. FBI 
agents contacted Nike, and the company confirmed the 
sneaker had been manufactured in November 2000, and 
distributed and sold in early 2001 worldwide to large chain 
stores.

Officials describe the crime scene as rural and agricul-
tural, with open fields and large, fenced-in horse farms. 
Police say the location is about three miles from a Six 
Flags Great Adventure Theme Park, located just off Inter-
state I-195.

The body was left about 50 feet from the road. Police 
theorize that someone may have been traveling along the 
interstate, looking for a desolate spot in which to discard 
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the child's body. The actions of the person and/or persons 
lend the police to theorize that they were unfamiliar with 
the area. If  they had traveled another 50 feet they would 
have come upon a swampy, marshy area that would have 
been a better place for destroying any remaining evidence 
by immersing it in water, something that a stranger would 
do, not a local who is familiar with the area.

Investigators believe that since the area was agricul-
tural, a local would have had access to a shovel and would 
have buried the body whereas a stranger may be caught in 
a situation where they needed to act quickly to dispose of 
a body. Examination of the child's teeth shows they were 
singed. Evidence at the crime scene shows that the bushes 
were burned, indicating that the fire had been intense and 
burned high, and could have been aided by an accelerant, 
lending to the theory of a hasty decision to destroy the 
body.

In an effort to identify the child, detectives have con-
tacted area schools to track down any children who have 
disappeared from the area, but all the children were ac-
counted for.

Police contacted the Division of Youth and Family 
Services regarding complaints in Mercer, Monmouth and 
Ocean counties -- all with negative results.

Police pulled reports involving fire, suspicious vehi-
cles, suspicious people, motorists, hunter complaints in 
Monmouth, Ocean and Mercer counties dating back to 
2003 -- but nothing stood out.

 Investigators publicized the 
case and set up a tip line. Police re-
ceived many leads, but none that 
helped identify Baby Bones.
 To assist with the identification, 
America's Most Wanted contacted 
Frank Bender, VSM, world-
renowned forensic sculptor and 
founding member of the Vidocq So-

ciety to create a bust of what Baby Bones may have 
looked like. Frank Bender's sculpture was unveiled during 
the airing of the March 14th show. Investigators hope that 
the sculpture and help from the public will  lead to the 
identification of this young girl.

Continued from Page 1

Vidocq Members Featured on America's Most Wanted Episode: ÒBaby BonesÓ

Continued on page 5
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Officials are asking teachers, friends and grandparents 
to get active and start asking questions. They want people 
to think back three to seven years, and ask themselves if 
they know of any child in their immediate area that 
seemed to just vanish overnight; to question families about 
the whereabouts of children supposedly shipped off to 
other states or who are "visiting" relatives, but have yet to 
show up back to school or their communities.

EugenŽ Fran•ois Vidocq was a police detective who 
practiced his craft in early 19th-century France. His earlier 
life as a reformed criminal was Victor HugoÕs inspiration 
for both Jean Valjean and Inspector Javert in Les MisŽ-
rables. Vidocq founded and was first director of the SžretŽ, 
forerunner of FranceÕs national investigative service, the 
Police Jucidiare. The SžretŽ was so far ahead of it time 
that Sir Robert Peel modeled Scotland Yard after it. Vi-
docqÕs use of innovative investigative methods and his 
successes made him among the most famous personalities 
of his day. 

Lunch on PresidentÕs Day 1990, attended by three fo-
rensic experts, spawned a Philadelphia organization named 
the Vidocq Society. As often happens when forensic ex-
perts meet, the conversation on that day quickly turned to 
crimes, solved and unsolved. The extended, academic dis-
cussion prompted the diners to formalize their meetings 
and invite crime professionals, active and retired, to try to 
solve ÒcoldÓ cases over lunch. 

The Vidocq Society has been convening every month 
at the Downtown Club for 18 years. Today it  boasts more 
than 160 members in the U.S., Europe, and the Far East, 
including prominent investigators, government and pri-
vate, as well as internationally renowned forensic experts 
in the fields of pathology, criminology, dactylography 
(fingerprints), forensic dentistry, psychology, polygraphy, 
and anthropological facial reconstruction. The District At-
torney of Philadelphia, several past and current federal 
prosecutors, and luminaries at the bar are members, along 
with persons having no formal credentials save an interest 
in mysteries. 

The Society offers pro bono advice to any law en-
forcement agency with an especially difficult  unsolved 
case. In response to a demonstrable need over the years, 
members of the Society have presented free Òcold caseÓ 
homicide seminars for investigators around the country. At 
a black tie dinner each fall, the Society presents medals to 
recognize remarkable achievements in the art of investiga-
tion. Past honorees include a number of Philadelphia 

Frank BenderÕs Sculpture of ÒBaby BonesÓ

NJ State Police Composite Drawing of ÒBaby BonesÓ

Continued from Page 1

The Vidocq Society: A Famous French Detective 
Inspir es American Forensic Inquiries 

Continued from Page 4

Vidocq Members Featured on America's 
Most Wanted Episode: ÒBaby BonesÓ

Continued on page 6
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homicide detectives for a wide range of cases. In 
connection with new investigation leading to the confes-
sion of Marie Noe to smothering eight of her 10 children 
between 1949 and 1968, the Society recognized Stephen 
Fried, former editor of Philadelphia magazine, the late Dr. 
Halbert Fillinger, former Montgomery County coroner, 
and former medical examiner investigator Joseph McGill. 

Every month over dessert, a Vidocq Society member or 
guest presents facts and evidence concerning an unsolved 
homicide. Society members pose clarifying questions and 
offer suggestions. Presenters often come away with new 
avenues of inquiry, even in cases unsolved for more than a 
decade and where witnesses are missing or known to be 
dead. Many cases are contributed by small police depart-
ments with modest investigative resources. 

Homicides unsolved in the Òfirst 48Ó (hours) are more 
difficult  to crack. Society members offer a fresh look at the 
case and act as a catalyst among police, prosecutors, and 
the family, to prompt interest in a renewed inquiry. Typical 
questions from members to detectives include whether 
they searched for ÔdoerÕsÕ nucleic skin cells, whether old 
property has been reclaimed for DNA analysis, and 
whether old polygraph charts have been preserved for re-
view of ÒclearedÓ suspects. 

A few examples follow of the more than 150 cases the 
Society has considered formally illustrate the range and 
challenges of cold cases:

In 1992, James Dunn brought the Society the case of 
his son, Scott, last seen alive in Lubbock, Texas the previ-
ous year. A cursory search by local police of the apartment 
Scott shared with his girlfriend Leisha Hamilton disclosed 
no evidence of foul play. Hamilton seemed unconcerned 
with ScottÕs disappearance, and because no body was 
found, the case was relegated to the missing person cate-
gory. Mr. Dunn was convinced that Scott was murdered in 
the apartment because of a crudely cut and replaced piece 
of carpet the police had found there. At his prompting, the 
police conducted a luminol examination, which is a 
chemical search of the apartment intended to reveal blood 
evidence under special lighting. The presence of blood 
was found but not enough to persuade the local prosecutor 
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that there was evidence of anything more than a fight. Vi-
docq Society member and former Philadelphia Homicide 
Commander Frank Friel suggested that, if  the area of car-
pet removed and replaced were sufficiently large, an ex-
pert could testify that the volume of blood on it  would be 
inconsistent with life. With Vidocq Society help, such an 
expert opinion was obtained. Additional investigation by 
member and former Michigan Department of Corrections 
forensic psychologist Richard Walter helped Lubbock de-
tectives obtain indictments of Hamilton and her new boy-
friend in November 1996. Hamilton was convicted of 
murder and sentenced to 20 years in prison. Her boyfriend 
was tried and convicted of a lesser charge. 

On November 30, 1984, Drexel University student 
Deborah Wilson was found strangled, and without her 
shoes and socks, in a stairwell outside a computer lab. 
Eight years later, Philadelphia Police Homicide Division 
Sgt. Robert Snyder and retired FBI agent Andrew Sloane 
presented the case at the Vidocq Society. Snyder noted that 
the police considered a Drexel University security guard to 
be the prime suspect, but evidence did not develop to 
charge him. Former forensic psychologist Walter devel-
oped a psychological profile that again pointed to the secu-
rity  guard. Dr. Fillinger, a former coroner, suggested that 
the ligature might have cells enough for DNA testing. 
Other members suggested new interviews of the suspectÕs 
wife or girlfriend about any foot fetishes. As the suspect 
had enlisted in the U.S. Army after leaving employment at 
Drexel, Society members suggested a review of military 
records. They disclosed a number of complaints and, cru-
cially, the suspectÕs dishonorable discharge after court 
martial for stealing womenÕs sneakers and socks. The sus-
pectÕs ex-wife told the detectives her husband kept a col-
lection of womenÕs sneakers. Former security guard David 
Dickson Jr., who came to be known as ÒDr. Smell,Ó was 
arrested and convicted of murder in 1995. 

On a Saturday morning in February 1984, Terry 
Brooks, the assistant manager of a Roy Rogers restaurant 
at Fairless Hills, Pa., was found brutally stabbed, beaten, 
strangled and asphyxiated in the restaurantÕs kitchen. She 
was to have closed the restaurant the night before. The 

Continued from Page 5
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safe was found open with little money in it, and Brooks 
was found with her coat on. After 14 years, no suspect had 
been identified. Detective Sgt. Win Cloud, of the Falls 
Township Police Department presented the case to the 
Vidocq Society. His department had many suspects but the 
evidence connected no one to the crime. Several 
significant suggestions were offered by members. Member 
and retired Philadelphia Police Department Major Crimes 
Detective Edward Gaughan was assigned to further assist 
Sgt. Cloud. With the help of profiler Walter, the team 
identified and located a previously unknown boyfriend of 
Brooks. A trash run at his residence developed DNA from 
a cigarette butt. The boyfriendÕs DNA matched DNA 
collected from the fingernail scrapings taken from Brooks 
years before. The boyfriend was picked up by police and 
polygraphed by Vidocq polygraph experts Nate Gordon 
and me. After failing the examination, he confessed to the 
police, was convicted and sentenced to life in prison 
without parole. 

In 2004, Detectives from the Hudson, Wisc., Police 
Department came to Philadelphia to brief the Society on a 
puzzling 2002 double homicide of a funeral director and 
his 22-year-old intern. Vidocq member and former profiler 
Richard Walter traveled to Wisconsin, reviewed the case 
file, and profiled the killer. Based on the file, Walter sug-
gested that detectives interview a priest who appeared at 
the funeral home crime scene while police still were there. 
Walter felt something about the priestÕs reported demeanor 
and subsequent interview was suspicious. Detectives re-
interviewed the priest, who had been transferred to another 
parish after the murders. Concluding from the interview 
that the suspect knew more about the crime than expected, 
they developed significant information that implicated him 
in the murders. Within days of his final interview, the 
priest hanged himself. It  was learned that he had confided 
in a church deacon who had not come forward. Based on 
team work with Vidocq Society members, a ÒJohn Doe 
HearingÓ convened at which the sitting judge ruled that the 
dead priest was most likely the killer of both victims. 

Much more than a gathering of individuals fascinated 
by murder and mayhem, the Vidocq Society today is an 

expert organization devoted to serving the public by dis-
covering the truth, some of it  fairly  old. Fittingly, the Soci-
etyÕs motto is Veritas VeritatumÑtruth  begets truth. In 
support of, rather than in competition with, law enforce-
ment agencies, PhiladelphiaÕs Vidocq Society considers its 
proceedings a practical expression of the tradition started 
by the worldÕ

This article first appeared in The Philadelphia Lawyer 
(Winter 2009), the Philadelphia Bar Association Quarterly 
Magazine. It is published here with permission. 

William L. Fleisher is a former Philadelphia Police Of-
ficer and FBI Special Agent, who later became the Assis-
tant Special Agent in Charge of the U.S. Customs Service 
in Philadelphia. Long fascinated by the life of EugenŽ 
Fran•ois Vidocq, Fleisher was the prime mover behind the  
creation of the Vidocq Society, www.vidocq.org. Fleisher 
is a principal of Keystone Intelligence Network, a private 
investigation and polygraph firm. 

Continued from Page 6
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Train in a gentle, 
fun environment 
Fitness, Self-defense
Kihon, Katas, Kumite
Monday:
8:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Thursday: 
7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
2nd Floor
2100 Chestnut Street
Phila.,PA 19103
Entrance on 21st Street
Taught by:
Sensei Paul Plevakas 
2nd Degree Black belt
Black Belt Hall of Fame
Telephone: (215) 778-2634
Email: paul@paulplevakas.com
Website: www.paulplevakas.com

Shotokan Karate
Novice to Black Belt 

http://www.philadelphiabar.org/page/PhiladelphiaLawyerWinter09?appNum=1&wosid=kiyJ7elbhHuUTukX1TRvJg
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http://www.vidocq.org
http://www.vidocq.org
http://www.keystone-intelligence.com/
http://www.keystone-intelligence.com/
mailto:paul@paulplevakas.com
mailto:paul@paulplevakas.com
http://www.paulplevakas.com/KarateSyllabusPaul.html
http://www.paulplevakas.com/KarateSyllabusPaul.html
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Solve The Mystery
Last Issue's Solve the Mystery:

Q. What is Hsi Duan Yu?
A. Hsi Duan Yu is the first documented application of 

medical knowledge as a legal tool to solve crimes 
appeared in China in 1248. A book entitled "Hsi Duan 

Yu" (The Washing Away of Wrongs) depicted various 

physical differences between the bodies of people who 

died from natural or unnatural causes.

NEW Solve the Mystery:

Q. Who  is considered the father of modern toxicology?
Send your answers to editor@vidocq.org

Stay tuned for solutions in the next issue…

Vidocq Society Journal
The Vidocq Journal © Copyright 2009

Published by The Vidocq Society,
a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization

Second Floor
1704 Locust Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103
Subscription $100 per year
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Kenneth D. Freeman
Fred A. Bornhofen

Communications Office
Paul D. Plevakas, Editor

Voice: 215-545-1450 — Fax: 215-545-1773
editor@vidocq.org — www.vidocq.org

Vidocq Society 
Annual Black Tie Awards Dinner

Sunday, October 25, 2009
Venue:

Pen-Ryn Mansion
1601 State Road

Bensalem, Pa. 19020
Directions to Pen-Ryn Mansion

$125.00 per Plate
Cocktails at 5:00 p.m.

EventContinues  until 10:00 p.m.
Choice of Filet , Salmon, or Vegetarian

Brandy and Cigars
Open Bar

Intern Wanted for 
Vidocq Journal
Position Requires

Excellent Organization
Journalism Experience

Excellent Writing
Excellent Command of English

Excellent Proofreading

Contact editor Paul Plevakas 
editor@vidocq.org
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