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Vidocqg Members Featued onAmerica's The Vidocq Society: Famous Fench Detective

MostWantedEpisode: OBaby BonesO  InspiresAmerican Forensic Inquiries
By Paul Plevakas By William L. Fleisher

DonnaA. Fontana,M.S., VSM,
and Frank Bender VSM, were fea
tured on an episode of America's
MostWantedthatairedon March 14, for lunch there®often blood on the
2009.The casewascold. The victim menu and a Frenchmanto blame:

was dubbed "Baby Bones." Police ' Eugen? Franeois Vidocq (1775-
believethe child died between2001 and 2004, and may

1857), legendary French criminal-
have been between 5 and 9 years Ol,d' turned-policechief. Fleisher having o
On March 18, 2005,a manhuntingin UpperFreehold . ~ . <
: . read and rereadVidocq® memoirs, A
Township,N.J.notfar from the Six FlagsGreatAdventure . .
: . was the prime mover behind the
amusemenpark, discovereda small humanskull in the o _ . i
wooded undegrowth and reported it to the police. creationin 1990 of the Vidocq Society a non-profit, fra-
New JerseyState Trooper Crime Scenelnvestigators ternal organizationsetup to discussunsolvedcrimesand
were called to the location. They cordonedthe areaand 2aSsistaw enforcemenbfficials in solving Ocold®@asesIn
began their investigation. this article, first printedin The PhiladelphiaLawyer, Win-
During their searchof the woodedarea,investigators ter 2009 issue, Fleishersharessome of the crimes that
recovereda lower jawbone, bone fragmentsand teeth. have been solved in the name of the famous Frenchman
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Bookspan's Bullets
By Dr. Jolie BooksparySM
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Welcome to "Bookspan's Bullets" Each issue brings you a column of summarized @rsic education. Enjoy

@)= Forensic Field Called OBadly Fragmented,Osmartwater'paintedonto propertyfor theft deterrenceby

Overhaul Called For

turning marked areas bright yellofhe device cost £40.

A congressionakeport from the National Research N Lancashire EveningelegraphWebsite (April 13, 2009)
Council finds Oseriougleficienciesin the U.S. forensic www.lancashiretelearaph.co.uk

sciencesystem@nd calls for Omajoreformsandnew re-
search.@he reportshowshow certainkey forensicmeth
odsareunreliableandthat"strongstandardsndprotocols
for analyzing and reporting on evidence"are deficient.
Unlike nuclearDNA analysiswhich hasbeensubjectedo
extensivevalidation,manyforensicsciencemethodshave
neverbeenstrongly supportedoy scientific researchand
othersare basedon subjectiveinterpretationby experts,
such as fingerprint and toolmark analysis.
ThereportthroughThe National Academiefresswas
written by the Committeeon Identifying the Needsof the
ForensicSciencesCommunity National ResearchCoun
cil. The full reportis "Strengthening~orensicSciencein
the United StatesA PathForward."It canbe purchasedn
hard copydownloaded, or read online, at no gear
at this website:
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12589

N ScienceDaily (February 19, 2009)

Q"= "Magic Torch" Detects Drug Use

A newdeviceusesUV light to detectminutetracesof
cocaineor amphetamineOfficers shinethe torch at cus
tomers'handsand faces.Tracesof the drug show up in
bright green.The devicehasbeenusedin EastLancashire
Englandto stop drug usersfrom enteringnightclubs.Po-
lice hopethe devicewill leadto a reductionin town vio-
lence and drug dealing.

SegeantAlan Clayton stated,"This simple piece of
equipmentwill havea big impacton drugusein pubsand
clubs. It is eveneasyto seethe minute cocainecrystals
secretedvithin the nasalhair. Small tracesof cocaineare
alsoleft on the cheeksandchin thatare not visible to the
nakedeye andtheseshowup bright greentoo. It really is
amazing."

Two other functions of the device are an ultraviolet
option to identify forged notes, identification cardsand
UV markedproperty andthe ability to highlight tracesof

Q"= Teen CriesAfter Failed Attempt To Rob
Liquor Store

Trenton New Jerseypolice say a 19-yearold tried to
rob a SykesLiquor Storein Trentonsatdown and cried
after 76-yearold ownerlockedhim in the store.According
to police, the ownertriggeredthe door lock after the teen
tried to leavethe storewith a stolenbottle of cognac.The
teenpulled a handgun,demandingrelease put the owner
sawit wasnot a real gun and called police. The teenwas
sitting on the floor crying when officers arrived to arrest
him.
N Associated Press

Q"= Forensic PhotoshopWebsite
ForensicPhotoshops anon-goingdiscussiorof the foren
sic usesof Adobe'sPhotoshopThe site'sdescriptionsays,
"QuestionedDocumentExaminers,ForensicVideo Ana
lysts, Latent Print Examiners,and ImageAnalystscanall
find something here." Here is the link:

http://forensicphotoshop.blogspot.com

Q"= Forensic Definition

Flip Wilson, Americancomedianand actor was asked
about his religion. He answered,’l am a Jehovah'sBy-
standet OAJehovah'8ystander?'temarkedhis friend. "I
neverheardof a Jehovah'8ystandef Wilson said,"Well,
they askedme to be a witness,but | didn't wantto getin-
volved."
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Grave Justice
Episode Featuring Dr M. Fredric Rieders
From Michael ReideSM

M. Fredric Rieders, Ph.D., a forensic toxicologist,
licensed lab director and Chairman of the Board of
]Ici)lrectc_)rsat!\lMS Labs,a prlva_te r J&
orensic science laboratory in
Willow Grove, PA, appearedon .
the pilot episodeof GraveJustice
on October 31, 2008.

Grave Justiceis a new series
ontruTV . Theshowinvestigates
crime and justice stories. It
uniquelytells hauntingnarratives
from the victimsO perspective,
especially in cases where the
victim@ own body provides Dr. M. Fredric Rieders
crucial evidence in solving the ForensicToxicologist and
crime. Lab Director

Dr. Riederswas approached atNMS LabsWillow

. Grove, A
by the producersof the newseries
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Why Do They Do It? The Motives, Mores, and
Character of White Collar Criminals
By Marc S. RaspantiySM

Marc S. Raspanti,VSM and namepartnerin the law
firm of Pietragallo Gordon Alfano Bosick & Raspanti,
LLP, co-authoredan article publishedin St. John&Law
Reviewentitled QVhy Do They Do It?: The Motives,
Mor es,and Character of White Collar Criminals,O 82
St. John@ L. Rev. 401 (2008).Thearticlewasbasedupon
extensive interviews with seasoned prosecutors and

~accomplishedlefensecounselthat exploredthe views and

perceptiongraditionally held aboutwhite collar criminals.
Lengthyinterviewswere conductedrom Januarythrough
April 2007 with forty-five nationallyrecognizedexpertsin
the areaof white collar crime. The intervieweesncluded
federal prosecutors;the qui tam relatoi® counsel, and
private defensecounselwho specializein defendingthose
accused of white collar crime.

The hypothesestested were: (1) most white collar
criminals fall into two categories:QeaderO or
OfolloweO (2) those falling into each categorydisplay

becausef his expertisein forensictoxicology, andasked distinct personality profiles; and (3) the methods for

to participatein the show highlighting the RobertCurley
ThalliumDeathCase This wasan exciting opportunityfor
Dr. Rieders, since he, and his late father Dr. Fredric
Rieders hadassistedn the hair analysisinvestigationpart

deterringcrime differ for eachcategory The studyresults
provide useful guidance, not reflected in current
scholarship,for how to effectively deter white collar
crime. The full article can be downloadedat http://

of the case in the early 19908 The overwhelming www.stjohns.edu/academics/graduate/law/journals/

evidenceof the hair analysiseventuallyled to solving the
case, and the confession of Mrs. Curlig victim®wife.

lawreview/issues/82 2/issue.st]

Mr. Raspant&co-authorswere Bainbridge Professor
of Law PamelaH. Bucy from the University of Alabama
School of Law, Elizabeth P. Formby and Kathryn E.
Rooney

Vidocq SocietyAnnounces Position Open foiPublicist

By Fred Bornhofen

The Vidocq Society has maturedinto a significant
entity over the twenty years that we have been in
existence. We have grown into a group which is
recognized by the U.S. Departmentof Justice as a
significantresourcein cold caseinvestigationsand have
received world wide publicity

Properand responsiblepublicity is now an issueand
since most of our talent is in the criminal justice and
forensicsfields, we are seekingsomeonevho could serve
asapublicistfor the Society This position,like all of the
rest of us in the Societis on a pro bono basis.

Therefore we areaskingthe membershipf theyknow
of anyonewho might want to help in our mission by
serving as our publicist. Experiencein the field is
essentialand it should be known that we get numerous
calls for interviewsand TV coverage. We needsomeone
to vet thosewho call and provide guidancefor the Board
of Directors in cooperating with those in the media.

If you are that personor know someonewho might
wantto helpthe Society pleaseemail us andwe will take
it from there.
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Vidocqg Members Featued onAmerica's MostWantedEpisode: OBaby BonesO

During subsequensearchesnore boneswere recovered.

ForensicanthropologistDonna A. Fontana,M.S., VSM
working for the New JerseyStatePolice was able to de-
terminethatthe boneswerethoseof onehumanbeingand
thatthe skull hassomeAfrican/Americanfeaturesbut race
cannot be determined.

Mitochondrial DNA takenfrom a femur andrib bone
andsubmittedto the University of TexasDNA Laboratory
confirmed the child was a girl.

Accordingto the medicalexaminertherewasa broken
rib thatwasin anactive stateof repair Therewasno indi-
cationof malnourishment- therewasno dentaldecay In
fact, a forensicdentistchartedand x-rayedthe teeththat
showedno signs of fillings and no evidenceany dental
work.

But dentalevidencedid revealthe child probablylived
within a communitythat offered fluoridatedwater which
indicatedthe child camefrom an urbanratherthana rural
area.

Investigatordelievethat althoughthe body wasfound
in 2005 they estimatethat the child's remainscould have
beenat the site for a year or more and becausdhe body
was burned vital DNAevidence was lost.

Investigatorsalsorecovereda zipperand what looked
like a handbagor book bagwith a pictureof Sylvesterthe
Cat, a Warner Brothers cartoon character on it. Police
were unableto learnmuchaboutwhat they believewasa
handbagr book bag,exceptthatit wasprobablya knock-
off made overseas.

Investigatorsalsofound a charredchild's sneakerthat
was later identified as a black, Nike Air Force One.FBI
agentscontactedNike, and the company confirmed the
sneakerhad beenmanufacturedn November2000, and
distributedandsoldin early2001worldwideto large chain
stores.

Officials describethe crime sceneasrural andagricut
tural, with openfields and large, fenced-inhorse farms.
Police say the location is aboutthree miles from a Six
FlagsGreatAdventureThemePark, locatedjust off Inter-
state 1-195.

The body wasleft about50 feet from the road. Police
theorizethat someonanay havebeentraveling alongthe
interstate Jooking for a desolatespotin which to discard

the child's body The actionsof the personand/orpersons
lend the police to theorizethat they were unfamiliar with
the area.If they hadtraveledanother50 feet they would
havecomeupona swampy marshyareathat would have
beena betterplacefor destroyingany remainingevidence
by immersingit in water somethinghata strangemwould
do, not a local who is familiar with the area.

Investigatorsbelieve that since the areawas agricul
tural, alocal would havehadaccesgo a shovelandwould
haveburiedthe bodywhereasa strangemay be caughtin
a situationwherethey neededo act quickly to disposeof
a body. Examinationof the child's teethshowsthey were
singed.Evidenceat the crime sceneshowsthatthe bushes
wereburned,indicatingthatthe fire had beenintenseand
burnedhigh, and could havebeenaidedby anaccelerant,
lending to the theory of a hasty decisionto destroythe
body.

In an effort to identify the child, detectiveshavecon
tactedareaschoolsto track down any childrenwho have
disappearedrom the area,but all the children were ac
counted for

Police contactedthe Division of Youth and Family
Servicesregardingcomplaintsin Mercer Monmouthand
Ocean counties -- all with negative results.

Police pulled reportsinvolving fire, suspiciousvehi
cles, suspiciouspeople, motorists, hunter complaintsin
Monmouth, Oceanand Mercer countiesdating back to
2003 -- but nothing stood out.

Investigators publicized the
4 ‘w ('_,1 caseandsetup atip line. Policere-
- '?\ ceived many leads, but none that
- ¢ helped identify Baby Bones.
= To assistwith the identification,
America's Most Wanted contacted
Frank Bender, VSM, world-
renowned forensic sculptor and
founding memberof the Vidocq So
ciety to createa bust of what Baby Bones may have
lookedlike. FrankBender'ssculpturewasunveiledduring
the airing of the March 14" show Investigatorshopethat
the sculptureand help from the public will lead to the
identification of this young girl.

Continued on page 5
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Vidocq Members Featued onAmerica's The Vidocq Society:A Famous French Detective
MostWantedEpisode: OBaby BonesO InspiresAmerican Forensic Inquiries

Officials are askingteachersfriendsandgrandparents ~ EUgenZFran-ois Vidocq was a police detectivewho
to getactive andstartaskingquestionsThey want people Practicedhis craftin early 19th-centuryFrancS:.His earlier
to think backthreeto sevenyears,and askthemselvesf life asa reformedcriminal was Victor Hugo®inspiration
they know of any child in their immediate area that for both JeanValjeanand InspectorJavertin Les MisZ-
seemedo just vanishovernight:to questiorfamiliesabout rablesVidocqfoundedandwasfirst directorof the SzretZ,
the whereaboutsof children supposedlyshippedoff to forerunnerof Francefnational investigativeservice, the
otherstatesor who are"visiting" relatives but haveyetto Police Jucidiare.The SzretZwas so far aheadof it time
show up back to school or their communities. that Sir Robert Peel modeledScotlandYard after it. Vi-
docg® use of innovative investigative methodsand his
successemadehim amongthe mostfamouspersonalities
of his day

Lunch on PresidengDay 1990, attendedby threefo-
rensicexperts spawneda Philadelphiaorganizatiornamed
the Vidocq Society As often happenswhen forensic ex-
pertsmeet,the conversatioron that day quickly turnedto
crimes,solvedandunsolved.The extendedacademidis-
cussionpromptedthe dinersto formalize their meetings
andinvite crime professionalsactive andretired, to try to
solve OcoldO cases over lunch.

The Vidocq Society hasbeenconveningevery month
at the Downtown Club for 18 years.Todayit boastsmore
than 160 membersn the U.S., Europe,andthe Far East,
including prominent investigators,governmentand pri-
vate,aswell asinternationallyrenownedforensicexperts
in the fields of pathology criminology, dactylography
(fingerprints), forensic dentistry psychology polygraphy
andanthropologicafacial reconstructionThe District At-
torney of Philadelphia,several past and current federal
prosecutorsandluminariesat the bar are membersalong
with personshavingno formal credentialssavean interest
in mysteries.

The Society offers pro bono advice to any law en
forcementagency with an especially difficult unsolved
case.ln responsdo a demonstrableneedover the years,
membersof the Society have presentedree OcoldcaseO
homicideseminardor investigatorsaroundthe country At
a blacktie dinnereachfall, the Societypresentsnedalsto
recognizeremarkableachievement@ the art of investiga
tion. Past honoreesinclude a number of Philadelphia

. :
NJ State Police Composite Drawing of OBaby BonesO
Continued on page 6
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Continued fom Page 5
The Vidocq Society: Famous Fench Detective InspiesAmerican Forensic Inquiries

homicide detectives for a wide range of cases. In thattherewasevidenceof anythingmorethana fight. Vi-
connectionwith new investigationleadingto the confes docq Society memberand former PhiladelphiaHomicide
sion of Marie Noe to smotheringeight of her 10 children CommandeiFrankFriel suggestedhat, if the areaof car
between1949 and 1968, the Society recognizedStephen pet removedand replacedwere sufiiciently large, an ex-
Fried, formereditor of Philadelphiamagazinethelate Dr. pertcould testify that the volume of blood on it would be
Halbert Fillinger, former Montgomery County coroner inconsistentwith life. With Vidocq Society help, suchan
and former medical examiner investigator Joseph McGi#xpertopinion was obtained.Additional investigationby
Everymonthoverdesserta VidocqSocietymember or memberand former Michigan Departmeniof Corrections
guestpresentdacts and evidenceconcerningan unsolved forensicpsychologistRichardWalter helpedLubbock de-

homicide.Society membergposeclarifying questionsand
offer suggestionsPresenteroften come away with new
avenue®f inquiry, evenin caseaunsolvedfor morethana
decadeand where witnessesare missingor known to be
dead.Many casesare contributedby small police depart
ments with modest investigative resources.

Homicidesunsolvedin the Ofirst48Q(hours)are more
difficult to crack.Societymembersffer afreshlook atthe
caseand act as a catalystamongpolice, prosecutorsand
thefamily, to promptinterestin arenewednquiry. Typical
guestionsfrom membersto detectivesinclude whether
they searchedor Ododdnucleic skin cells, whetherold
property has been reclaimed for DNA analysis, and
whetherold polygraphchartshavebeenpreservedor re-
view of OclearedO suspects.

A few exampledollow of the more than 150 casesthe
Societyhas consideed formally illustrate the range and
challenges of cold cases:

In 1992, JamesDunn broughtthe Societythe caseof
his son,Scott,lastseenalive in Lubbock, Texasthe previ

tectivesobtainindictmentsof Hamilton and her new boy-
friend in November 1996. Hamilton was convicted of
murderandsentencedo 20 yearsin prison.Her boyfriend
was tried and convicted of a lesser ¢gear

On November 30, 1984, Drexel University student
Deborah Wilson was found strangled,and without her
shoesand socks,in a stairwell outside a computerlab.
Eight yearslater, PhiladelphiaPolice Homicide Division
Sgt. RobertSnyderandretired FBI agentAndrew Sloane
presentedhe caseatthe Vidocq Society Snydemotedthat
the police consideredh Drexel University securityguardto
be the prime suspect,but evidencedid not develop to
chage him. Former forensic psychologistWalter devet
opeda psychologicaprofile thatagainpointedto the secu
rity guard.Dr. Fillinger, a former coroner suggestedhat
the ligature might have cells enoughfor DNA testing.
Othermemberssuggestedew interviewsof the suspect)
wife or girlfriend aboutany foot fetishes.As the suspect
hadenlistedin the U.S.Army afterleavingemploymentat
Drexel, Society memberssuggested review of military

ousyear A cursorysearchby local police of the apartment records.They discloseda numberof complaintsand, cru-
Scottsharedwith his girlfriend LeishaHamilton disclosed cially, the suspectOdishonorabledischage after court
no evidenceof foul play. Hamilton seemedunconcernedmartial for stealingwomen&sneakersindsocks.The sus
with Scott® disappearanceand becauseno body was pect®ex-wife told the detectivesher husbandkept a col-
found, the casewas relegatecto the missingpersoncate lection of women&sneakersFormersecurityguardDavid
gory. Mr. Dunnwasconvincedthat Scottwasmurderedn Dickson Jr., who cameto be known as ODr Smell,Owas
the apartmenbecausef a crudelycut andreplacedpiece arrested and convicted of murder in 1995.
of carpetthe police hadfoundthere.At his prompting,the On a Saturday morning in February 1984, Terry
police conducteda luminol examination, which is a Brooks,the assistantnanagerf a Roy Rogersrestaurant
chemicalsearchof the apartmenintendedto revealblood at FairlessHills, Pa.,was found brutally stabbedbeaten,
evidenceunder special lighting. The presenceof blood strangledand asphyxiatedn the restaurangkitchen. She
wasfound but not enoughto persuadéhe local prosecutor was to have closedthe restaurantthe night before. The
Continued on page 7
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Continued fom Page 6
The Vidocq Society: Famous Fench Detective InspiesAmerican Forensic Inquiries

safewas found openwith little moneyin it, and Brooks expertorganizationdevotedto servingthe public by dis-
wasfoundwith hercoaton. After 14 years,no suspechad coveringthetruth, someof it fairly old. Fittingly, the Sock
beenidentified. Detective Sgt. Win Cloud, of the Falls ety® motto is \eritas \eritatunNtruth begetstruth. In
Township Police Departmentpresentedthe caseto the supportof, ratherthanin competitionwith, law enforce
Vidocq Society His departmenhadmanysuspectdut the mentagenciesPhiladelphia€Vidocq Societyconsidersts
evidence connected no one to the crime. Several proceedings practicalexpressiorof the tradition started

significantsuggestionsvereofferedby membersMember
andretired PhiladelphiaPolice DepartmentMajor Crimes
DetectiveEdward Gaughanwas assignedo further assist
Sgt. Cloud. With the help of profiler Walter, the team
identified and locateda previouslyunknownboyfriend of

Brooks.A trashrun at his residencealevelopeddNA from

a cigarette butt. The boyfriend® DNA matched DNA

collectedfrom the fingernail scrapinggakenfrom Brooks
yearsbefore.The boyfriend was picked up by police and
polygraphedby Vidocq polygraph experts Nate Gordon
andme. After failing the examinationhe confessedo the
police, was convicted and sentencedto life in prison
without parole.

In 2004, Detectivesfrom the Hudson, Wisc., Police
Departmentameto Philadelphiato brief the Societyon a
puzzling 2002 double homicide of a funeral director and
his 22-yearold intern.Vidocqgmemberandformer profiler
Richard Walter traveledto Wisconsin,reviewedthe case
file, and profiled the killer. Basedon the file, Walter sug
gestedthat detectivesinterview a priestwho appearedat
the funeralhomecrime scenewhile police still werethere.
Walterfelt somethingaboutthe priest®reporteddemeanor
and subsequentinterview was suspicious.Detectivesre-
interviewedthe priest,who hadbeentransferredo another
parish after the murders.Concludingfrom the interview
thatthe suspecknew moreaboutthe crime thanexpected,
theydevelopedsignificantinformationthatimplicatedhim
in the murders.Within days of his final interview the
priesthangedhimself. It waslearnedthat he had confided
in a churchdeaconwho had not comeforward. Basedon
teamwork with Vidocq Society members,a OJohnDoe
Hearing&onvenedat which the sitting judgeruledthatthe
dead priest was most likely the killer of both victims.

Much more than a gatheringof individuals fascinated
by murderand mayhem,the Vidocq Societytoday is an

by the world®

This article first appearedn The PhiladelphiaLawyer
(Winter 2009) the PhiladelphiaBar AssociationQuarterly
Magazine. It is published here with permission.

William L. Fleisheris a formerPhiladelphiaPolice Of-
ficer and FBI SpecialAgent, who later becamethe Assis
tant SpecialAgentin Chage of the U.S. CustomsService
in Philadelphia.Long fascinatedby the life of EugenZ
FraneoisVidocq, Fleisherwasthe prime moverbehindthe
creationof the Vidocq Society www.vidocg.og. Fleisher
is a principal of KeystonelntelligenceNetwork, a private
investigation and polygraph firm.
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Annual Black Tie Awards Dinn
Sunday, October 25, 2009
Venue:
Pen-Ryn Mansion
1601 State Road
Bensalem, Pa. 19020
Directions to Pen-Ryn Mansig
$125.00 per Plate
Cocktails at 5:00 p.m.
EventContinues until 10:00 g
Choice of Filet , Salmon, or Ve
Brandy and Cigars
Open Bar
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Intern Wanted for
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Position Requires

o Excellent Organization

1 Journalism Experience

o Excellent Writing

™ Excellent Command of English
1 Excellent Proofreading

1.
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